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A large amount of epidemiological evidence suggests that the impact of body weight on
breast cancer risk should be heterogeneous throughout the life-stage of women. At birth,
high weight has been positively associated with an increased risk of breast cancer.While,
the bodymass index (a relative bodyweight; BMI kg/m2) has been inversely associatedwith
breast cancer risk among pre-menopausal women.The inverse trend had been observed in
bothWestern andAsian population, with a relatively lower percentage of obesity and higher
percentage of leanness, suggested that the inverse trend could be explained not only by
the protective impact due to obesity, but also by the increased risk of breast cancer due to
leanness. Among post-menopausal women, however, an elevated BMI has been positively
associated with the development of breast cancer, particularly in the cases of estrogen
receptor-positive (ER+) and progesterone receptor-positive (PR+) tumors. Currently, the
mechanisms underlying the heterogeneous impacts between BMI on breast cancer risk
and the life-stage of women remain poorly understood. We reviewed several proposed
biological mechanisms that may contribute to the various impacts of relative body weight
on breast cancer risk across life-stage. We also discussed the impact of BMI upon the
outcome of endocrine therapy, particularly for aromatase inhibitor, in breast cancer patients.
To prevent breast cancer incidence and recurrence, the desirable BMI of women may differ
throughout their life-stage. To deﬁne the underlying mechanism for the various impacts of
BMI in the context of breast cancer across various female life stages, further studies will
be required.
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The heterogeneous impact of body weight on breast cancer
risk has been reported across the female life stages (Bergstrom
et al., 2001; IARC Working Group on the Evaluation of Cancer-
Preventive Strategies, 2002). High birth weight (>4,000 g/8.5 lb)
has been positively associated with an increased risk of breast
cancer according to the latest results of meta-analysis (Xu
et al., 2009). Although not in all cases (Renehan et al., 2008),
protective inverse associations between high body mass index
(a relative body weight; BMI kg/m2) and breast cancer risk
have been suggested among pre-menopausal women (Weider-
pass et al., 2004; Li et al., 2006; Michels et al., 2006a). Following
menopause, it has been found that a substantial positive associ-
ation exists between BMI and the development of breast cancer
risk, particularly in hormone receptor-positive tumors (Suzuki
et al., 2009).
The underlying mechanisms of these heterogeneous impacts
between BMI on breast cancer risk and female life stage remain
to be fully elucidated. Several plausible biological mechanisms
for these various impacts across life stages have been proposed,
including hormone-related mechanisms, as an increased BMI
Abbreviations: BMI, body mass index; ER, estrogen receptor; PR, progesterone
receptor
could affect levels of steroid hormones such as estrogens and
progesterone. These hormones are known to act as important
mitogens for mammalian epithelial cells (Anderson and Clarke,
2004) and can mediate their morphogenic effects upon the mam-
mary gland through paracrine signaling (Brisken et al., 1998;
Mueller et al., 2002; Mallepell et al., 2006). Growth factor-related
mechanisms have also been proposed.
Here, we review the impact of relative body weight upon breast
cancer risk across women’s life stages. We study females at birth as
well as at pre-menopausal and post-menopausal stages. Addition-
ally, we discuss the impact of BMI on the outcome of endocrine
treatment of breast cancer patients.
BIRTH WEIGHT
Many of previous epidemiological studies had reported a posi-
tive association between birth weight and breast cancer risk. The
results of meta-analyses (Michels and Xue, 2006; Xu et al., 2009)
and a recent population-based, case–control study among Asian-
Americans (Wu et al., 2011) provided a substantially increased
risk of breast cancer with excess birth weight. The magnitude
of the summary of risk estimate according to a dose–response
meta-analysis is a 7% increased risk (95% CI: 2–12%) per each
1-kg increase in birth weight (Xu et al., 2009). Although the
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underlying explanation has not been elucidated yet, one of the
most plausible biological mechanisms is estrogen-related one.
Heavier birth weight may be a proxy indicator of intrauterine
exposure to high levels of estrogen hormones (Trichopoulos, 1990;
Mucci et al., 2003), known to be associated with risk of breast can-
cer development (Pike et al., 1993; Anderson and Clarke, 2004).
Previous epidemiological studies, including the Nurses’ Health
Study (Michels et al., 2006b; Hurley et al., 2011), have reported
stronger positive associations between birth weight and the devel-
opment of breast cancer in estrogen receptor-positive (ER+)
and/or progesterone receptor-positive (PR+) tumors compared
to estrogen-independent tumors. Not all (Vatten et al., 2002), but
birth weight has been positively associated with higher intrauter-
ine estrogen (Petridou et al., 1990), and earlier age at menarche
(Wu et al., 2011) as well as inversely associated with level of α-
fetoprotein (AFP), anti-estrogenic property (Nagata et al., 2006).
These results could support the estrogen-related mechanism. Ele-
vation of steroid hormones with increased birth weight (Petridou
et al., 1990; Nagata et al., 2006) might stimulate a function of
mammary stem cells (MaSC) (Asselin-Labat et al., 2010), and this
might be linked to a subsequent risk for the development of breast
cancer.
In fetal growth, mitogenic activity of the insulin receptor-
mediated insulin action may lead to promotion of tumor growth.
It has also been reported that a positive link exists between growth
factors and birth weight (Vatten et al., 2002). Other proposed
mechanisms include (i) a joint effect of insulin-like growth fac-
tor 1(IGF-1) and estrogens on breast cancer risk (Schernhammer,
2002; Vatten et al., 2002); (ii) a potential link between loss of
genetic imprinting of IGF-2, which could play a role in fetal
growth (Constancia et al., 2002) and breast cancer risk (McCann
et al., 1996; Wu et al., 1997; van Roozendaal et al., 1998). Further,
a function of MaSC should be considered (Asselin-Labat et al.,
2010). It was suggested that MaSC are highly sensitive (Shackle-
ton et al., 2006) to steroid hormone signaling, in spite of a lack of
ER/PR (Asselin-Labat et al., 2006); (iii) an increase of the num-
ber of susceptible MaSC or the stimulation of tumor initiation
through DNA mutations due to excess levels of growth factors
(Michels and Xue, 2006).
PRE-MENOPAUSAL WOMEN
In the early-adult stage (i.e., pre-menopausal), epidemiological
results have revealed a weak, or in some cases, a substantial
inverse association between BMI and breast cancer risk (Ursin
et al., 1995; Lahmann et al., 2004; Weiderpass et al., 2004; Michels
et al., 2006a); these results include cohort studies among Chinese
(Li et al., 2006) and Japanese women (Kawai et al., 2010; Suzuki
et al., 2011). In the Western population, the observed inverse (i.e.,
protective) association could be partly explained by obese-related
preventive mechanisms, such as more frequent anovulatory cycles
(Key and Pike, 1988) and a faster clearance rate of estrogens in
the liver (Siiteri et al., 1982) due to pre-menopausal obesity. These
obese-related preventivemechanisms, however, cannot explain the
epidemiological results among the Asian population, which has
a lower prevalence of obesity compared to Western populations
(Murakami et al., 2009). For example, in the Japanese popula-
tion, a substantial inverse association between level of BMI at age
20 and breast cancer risk has previously been reported in two
prospective cohort studies (Kawai et al., 2010; Suzuki et al., 2011).
This suggests the presence of other favorable biological mecha-
nisms (not obesity-related, but body mass-related) in the early
adult life stage.
After puberty, secondary sexual development generally causes
the ovaries to grow. A subsequent increase in the secretion of ovar-
ian hormones, including estrogens and progesterone, leads to the
normal development of the mammary gland. Estrogens generally
act in thedevelopment of the breast duct. Progesterone, in addition
to estrogen,may also play an important role in the development of
mammary gland lobes. Previous animal studies (Sakakura et al.,
1976, 1979) suggested that fat tissue within the breast mass may
play a critical role in the normal development of mammary gland
lobes during the early adult stage, and this process may occur syn-
ergistically with ovarian hormones (Shyamala, 1999). For young
adult women, insubstantial levels of fat tissue and low levels of
ovarian hormones within the breast bud may provide an obsta-
cle to the maturity of mammary glands during the early adult
stage.
In the early adult stage, a low BMI may indicate a lack of a
mammary fat pad or a deﬁciency of progesterone, which may
promote an accumulation of excessive body fat (Kalkhoff, 1982).
For normal differentiation of the mammary gland, sufﬁcient
levels of mammary fat pads, progesterone, or both, may be
required during early adulthood (Sakakura et al., 1979; Russo et al.,
1982, 2001).
The inverse trendbetweenBMI20 years andbreast cancer risk is
observed both amongWestern population as well as Japanese pop-
ulation. In the light of a relatively low proportion of overweight
among the Japanese female, the observed inverse trend should not
explain that overweight-/obese-related mechanism. The develop-
ment of breast tumor due to leanness needs to be considered as
one of possible explanations.
Previous studies suggested that mammary fat pad might play
a number of vital roles in normal growth, differentiation in
mammary gland morphogenesis epithelial–mesenchymal inter-
action according to animal studies. It has been suggested that
body fat might play an important role in differentiation a nor-
mal mammary development. Recently, Prat and Perou (2009)
have proposed that a distinct link exists between the human
mammary epithelial differentiation hierarchy and tumor sub-
type. They suggested that within the human breast, the process
of mammary epithelial differentiation hierarchy might start with
an undifferentiated ER (−) MaSC that differentiates into pro-
genitors. Through the process of differentiation, the progenitors
lead to the formation of mature cells that are derived from dif-
ferentiated luminal epithelial cells. A previous study reported
a signiﬁcant association between leanness at age 20 and an
increased risk of breast cancer with ER (−) PR (−) tumors
(Suzuki et al., 2011). This result could be explained by imma-
ture differentiation due to a lack of body fat. A low BMI resulted
in a lack of breast fat and/or a low level of ovarian hormones
in the early adult life stage, leading us to hypothesize that a
low BMI is associated with an increased risk of breast cancer.
Additional research is needed for the role of body fat in young
adulthood.
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POST-MENOPAUSAL WOMEN
After menopause, epidemiological evidence found a substantial
positive association betweenBMI andbreast cancer risk (Lahmann
et al., 2004). One of the most plausible and classical biological
explanations is a female hormone-relatedmechanismbecause adi-
pose tissue may be a major source of estrogens (Siiteri, 1987),
which are critical mitogens for mammary epithelial cells (Pike
et al., 1993; Anderson and Clarke, 2004). Previous studies have
provided several potential hormone-related explanations for an
increased risk of breast cancer with excess post-menopausal body
weight, as follows: (1) increased levels of estrogen production
due to aromatization of androgens in peripheral fat tissue (Sii-
teri, 1987; Key et al., 2003) and (2) decreased production of
sex hormone binding globulin due to obesity (Enriori et al.,
1986). These hormone-related mechanisms could increase the
supply of free bioavailable estrogen to breast tissues. In fact, the
observed increased risk of breast cancer with increasing post-
menopausal BMI was apparently attenuated after adjustment for
bioavailable serum estrogen concentration (Key et al., 2003). The
effects of estrogens are mediated through the ER and the PR.
A meta-analysis showed that the substantial positive associa-
tion between post-menopausal BMI and breast cancer risk was
conﬁned to ER+ and PR+ tumors (Suzuki et al., 2009). Fur-
thermore, it is well known that the observed positive association
of post-menopausal BMI with an increased risk of breast cancer
was attenuated among ever-users of post-menopausal exogenous
hormones (Suzuki et al., 2009). These results strongly support
the estrogen-related hypothesis that the substantially increased
risk of breast cancer with an increase in post-menopausal BMI
is mainly the result of the associated increase in bioavailable
estrogens.
An insulin-relatedmechanism could also be one possible expla-
nation for the positive association between post-menopausal
body weight and breast cancer risk. Obesity leads to hyperin-
sulinemia with insulin resistance. Excess glucose levels could
stimulate the cellular proliferation of breast tumors (Yamamoto
et al., 1999).
IMPACT OF BMI ON THE OUTCOME OF ENDOCRINE THERAPY
FOR BREAST CANCER PATIENTS
High BMI and obesity are recognized as independent risk factors
for the development of breast cancer, as well as for an increased
rate of recurrence after primary disease (Morimoto et al., 2002;
Loi et al., 2005; Reeves et al., 2007; Protani et al., 2010). Previous
studies have demonstrated a correlation between high BMI and
poor survival in patients with primary breast cancer (Petrelli et al.,
2002; Calle et al., 2003; Dignam et al., 2003; Whiteman et al., 2005;
Majed et al., 2008; Protani et al., 2010; Ewertz et al., 2011).
The impact of BMI on treatment outcome has also been
reported in patients receiving endocrine therapy. There have
been consistent results indicating that the efﬁcacy of aromatase
inhibitors (AIs) vary with BMI; however, the efﬁcacy of tamox-
ifen is not BMI-dependent. In the ATAC (Arimidex, Tamoxifen,
Alone or in Combination) trial, which compared the efﬁcacy of
anastrozole against tamoxifen as an adjuvant treatment for hor-
mone receptor-positive post-menopausal breast cancer patients,
anastrozole, a non-steroidal AI, was signiﬁcantly less effective in
post-menopausal breast cancer patients with a high BMI, whereas
an equal efﬁcacy of tamoxifen was shown across all BMI levels
(Sestak et al., 2010). Retrospective analyses of the Austrian adju-
vant endocrine trials ABCSG6/6a showed similar results. There
was no difference in DFS and OS between overweight (BMI ≥ 25)
and normal-weight post-menopausal patients when treated with
tamoxifen with or without aminoglutethimide in the ﬁrst 5 years
of ABCSG 6 trial period (Pfeiler et al., 2010). In the ABCSG 6a
trial, 856 patients who were disease free at the end of ABCSG 6
trial were randomly assigned to receive either 3 years of anastrozole
or no further treatment. In normal-weight patients treated with
anastrozole had a signiﬁcant better DFS [hazard ratio (HR) 0.48,
p = 0.018] compared to control patients. However, overweight
patients derived no beneﬁt from anastrozole regarding DFS (HR
0.93, p = 0.68) compared to control patients. Identical results
were also observed in pre-menopausal women in the ABCSG 12
trial in which a signiﬁcant impact of BMI on the efﬁcacy of anas-
trozole plus goserelin, but not of tamoxifen plus goserelin, was
found (Pfeiler et al., 2011). For another non-steroidal AI, letrozole,
a retrospective study by Schmid et al. (2000) analyzing advanced
breast cancer patient showed that patients with a high BMI (≥30)
treatedwith letrozole beneﬁted less thanpatientswith aBMIunder
30 kg/m2. In a recent report from the German BRENDA-cohort
study with 4,636 patients, the group of hormone receptor-positive
post-menopausal patients with a normal or intermediate weight
showed a non-signiﬁcant statistical trend toward a survival beneﬁt
with an AI (the exact AIs were not speciﬁed) compared to tamox-
ifen [recurrence free survival (RFS): p = 0.486; HR = 1.29 (95%
CI: 0.63–2.62)], while obese patients (BMI ≥ 30) tended to beneﬁt
more from tamoxifen [RFS: p = 0.289; HR = 0.65 (95% CI: 0.29–
1.45); Wolters et al., 2012]. In contrast, one retrospective study by
Michaud et al. (2002) did not ﬁnd an effect of BMI on survival
after therapy with anastrozole.
It is reported that estrogen levels are inﬂuenced by body
weight, with overweight patients having higher levels compared to
normal-weight patients (Hankinson et al., 1995; McTiernan et al.,
2003; Mahabir et al., 2006). The conversion of androstenedione
to estrone or estradiol by aromatase in adipose tissue is a major
source of estrogen in post-menopausal women. Aromatization
capacity should be higher in obese patients, and it can therefore
be hypothesized that aromatases in the excess fatty tissue cannot
be fully inhibited by standard dosages of AI.
However, as opposed to anastrozole and letrozole, in the TEAM
trial, in which 5 years of exemestane use was evaluated against
2–3 years of tamoxifen followed by 3–2 years of exemestane,
exemestane was found to be more effective in obese patients than
tamoxifen, although the difference was not statistically signiﬁcant
and was only observed during the ﬁrst 2.75 years, when exemes-
tane and tamoxifen were compared directly (Seynaeve et al., 2010).
Similar observations were observed in the neo-adjuvant exemes-
tane clinical trial, JFMC 34-0601, in Japanese post-menopausal
women. Objective response rates with 6 months of exemestane
treatment were 21.7% in low-BMI patients (BMI < 22), 56.0%
in intermediate-BMI patients (22 ≤ BMI < 25) and 60.6% in
high-BMI patients (BMI ≥ 25), respectively (p = 0.01; Takada
et al., 2011). In a multivariate analysis, low BMI was an indepen-
dent negative predictor of clinical response. It is understandable
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Table 1 | Body mass index (BMI) and outcome in clinical trial with aromatase inhibitor.
Study Population Drug Findings Data Reference
ABCSG 12 Pre-menopausal ANA + GOS Less effective in
higher BMI
DFS; HR vs. normal weight = 1.60 (1.06–2.41) in
BMI > 25
Pfeiler et al. (2011)
ATAC Post-menopausal ANA Less effective in
higher BMI
RFS; HR vs. normal weight = 1.30 (0.91–1.85) in
BMI 30–35, =1.53 (1.01–2.32) in BMI > 35
Sestak et al. (2010)
TEAM (analysis
in 2.75 years)
Post-menopausal EXE More effective in
higher BMI (N.S.)
DFS; HR vs. TAM = 0.99 (0.74–1.31) in BMI
18.5–25, = 0.84 (0.62–1.14) in BMI 25–30, = 0.74
(0.52–1.05) in BMI > 30
Seynaeve et al. (2010)
JFMC 34-0601
(neo-adjuvant)
Post-menopausal EXE Less effective in
lower BMI
ORR; 21.7% in BMI < 22, 56.0% in BMI 22–25,
60.6% in BMI > 25
Takada et al. (2011)
ANA, anastrozole; GOS, goserelin; EXE, exemestane, TAM, tamoxifen; HR, hazard ratio; DFS, disease free survival; RFS, recurrence free survival; ORR, overall
response rate.
FIGURE 1 | Impact of BMI on breast cancer risk according to women’s
life stage. Although body weight control is an effective strategy for
preventing breast cancer, women’s life stages should be considered.
To prevent breast cancer, a low BMI is not recommended during the
pre-menopausal stage; a high BMI is not recommended during the
post-menopausal stage.
thatAIsmight be less effective in patientswith a lowerBMIbecause
of the lower baseline estrogen or aromatization levels in these
patients.
From these observations, one can argue that the differences in
the efﬁcacy of AIs depending on BMI might depend on the type of
AI, i.e., non-steroidal vs. steroidal (Table 1). Although the speciﬁc
mechanism of these differences has not been explained yet, it is
clear that the efﬁcacy of theAI varies according to patient BMI; the
efﬁcacy of tamoxifen, however, does not depend on BMI. Further
study would be warranted to deﬁne the mechanism of the effect
of BMI on AI efﬁcacy, which could lead to selective utilization of
AIs and tamoxifen in post-menopausal women.
CONCLUSION
In summary, the current epidemiological study has provided evi-
dence of the impact of body weight on breast cancer risk across
women’s life stages (Figure 1). Although body weight control
is an effective strategy for primary prevention of breast cancer
among post-menopausal women, such recommendations should
take women’s life stage into account, particularly among young
adult pre-menopausal women. In addition, BMI has impact also
on the prognosis of breast caner patients and responsiveness to
the endocrine therapy with AI. To prevent breast cancer inci-
dence and recurrence, the desirable BMI of women may differ
throughout their life-stage. To deﬁne the underlying mecha-
nism for the various impacts of BMI in the context of breast
cancer across various female life stages, further studies will be
required.
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
This work (Reiko Suzuki) was supported by the Japan Society for
the Promotion of Science (JSPS) KAKENHI [Series of Single-year
Grants (Grants number 23·40254 Grant-in-Aid for JSPS Fellows)]
and the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Tech-
nology (MEXT) KAKENHI [Multi-year Fund (Grants number
24501367 Grant-in-Aid for Scientiﬁc Research (C))]. Shigehira
Saji has grants from Grants-in-Aid for Cancer Research (21-4-4)
from the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare, and Grants-in-
Aid for Scientiﬁc Research (Challenging Exploratory Research)
from Japan Society for the Promotion of Science.
Frontiers in Oncology | Women’s Cancer October 2012 | Volume 2 | Article 123 | 4
“fonc-02-00123” — 2012/10/1 — 20:13 — page 5 — #5
Suzuki et al. BMI and breast cancer
REFERENCES
Anderson, E., and Clarke, R. B. (2004).
Steroid receptors and cell cycle innor-
mal mammary epithelium. J. Mam-
mary Gland Biol. Neoplasia 9, 3–13.
Asselin-Labat, M. L., Shackleton, M.,
Stingl, J., Vaillant, F., Forrest, N. C.,
Eaves, C. J., Visvader, J. E., and Linde-
man, G. J. (2006). Steroid hormone
receptor status of mouse mammary
stem cells. J. Natl. Cancer Inst. 98,
1011–1014.
Asselin-Labat, M. L., Vaillant, F., Sheri-
dan, J. M., Pal, B., Wu, D., Simp-
son, E. R., Yasuda, H., Smyth, G.
K., Martin, T. J., Lindeman, G. J.,
and Visvader, J. E. (2010). Control
of mammary stem cell function by
steroid hormone signalling. Nature
465, 798–802.
Bergstrom, A., Pisani, P., Tenet, V.,
Wolk, A., and Adami, H. O. (2001).
Overweight as an avoidable cause of
cancer in Europe. Int. J. Cancer 91,
421–430.
Brisken, C., Park, S., Vass, T., Lydon,
J. P., O’Malley, B. W., and Wein-
berg, R. A. (1998). A paracrine role
for the epithelial progesterone recep-
tor in mammary gland development.
Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U.S.A. 95,
5076–5081.
Calle, E. E., Rodriguez, C., Walker-
Thurmond, K., and Thun, M. J.
(2003). Overweight, obesity, and
mortality from cancer in a prospec-
tively studied cohort of U.S. adults.
N. Engl. J. Med. 348, 1625–1638.
Constancia, M., Hemberger, M.,
Hughes, J., Dean, W., Ferguson-
Smith, A., Fundele, R., Stewart, F.,
Kelsey, G., Fowden, A., Sibley, C., and
Reik, W. (2002). Placental-speciﬁc
IGF-II is a major modulator of pla-
cental and fetal growth. Nature 417,
945–948.
Dignam, J. J., Wieand, K., Johnson, K.
A., Fisher, B., Xu, L., and Mamounas,
E. P. (2003). Obesity, tamoxifen
use, and outcomes in women with
estrogen receptor-positive early-stage
breast cancer. J. Natl. Cancer Inst. 95,
1467–1476.
Enriori, C. L., Orsini, W., Del Carmen
Cremona, M., Etkin, A. E., Cardillo,
L. R., and Reforzo-Membrives, J.
(1986). Decrease of circulating level
of SHBG in postmenopausal obese
women as a risk factor in breast can-
cer: reversible effect of weight loss.
Gynecol. Oncol. 23, 77–86.
Ewertz, M., Jensen, M. B., Gunnarsdot-
tir, K. A., Hojris, I., Jakobsen, E. H.,
Nielsen, D., Stenbygaard, L. E., Tange,
U. B., and Cold, S. (2011). Effect
of obesity on prognosis after early-
stage breast cancer. J. Clin. Oncol. 29,
25–31.
Hankinson, S. E., Willett, W. C., Man-
son, J. E., Hunter, D. J., Colditz, G.
A., Stampfer, M. J., Longcope, C.,
and Speizer, F. E. (1995). Alcohol,
height, and adiposity in relation to
estrogen and prolactin levels in post-
menopausal women. J. Natl. Cancer
Inst. 87, 1297–1302.
Hurley, S., Goldberg, D., Von
Behren, J., Quach, T., Layefsky,
M., and Reynolds, P. (2011). Birth
size and breast cancer risk among
young California-born women. Can-
cer Causes Control 22, 1461–1470.
IARC Working Group on the Evalua-
tion of Cancer-Preventive Strategies.
(2002). Weight Control and Physical
Activity. Lyon: IARC Press.
Kalkhoff, R. K. (1982). Metabolic
effects of progesterone. Am. J. Obstet.
Gynecol. 142, 735–738.
Kawai, M., Minami, Y., Kuriyama, S.,
Kakizaki, M., Kakugawa, Y., Nishino,
Y., Ishida, T., Fukao, A., Tsuji, I., and
Ohuchi, N. (2010). Adiposity, adult
weight change and breast cancer risk
in postmenopausal Japanese women:
theMiyagiCohort Study.Br. J. Cancer
103, 1443–1447.
Key, T. J., Appleby, P. N., Reeves, G.
K., Roddam, A., Dorgan, J. F., Long-
cope, C., Stanczyk, F. Z., Stephenson,
H. E. Jr., Falk, R. T., Miller, R.,
Schatzkin, A., Allen, D. S., Fenti-
man, I. S., Wang, D. Y., Dowsett,
M., Thomas, H. V., Hankinson, S.
E., Toniolo, P., Akhmedkhanov, A.,
Koenig, K., Shore, R. E., Zeleniuch-
Jacquotte, A., Berrino, F., Muti, P.,
Micheli, A., Krogh, V., Sieri, S., Pala,
V., Venturelli, E., Secreto, G., Barrett-
Connor, E., Laughlin, G. A., Kabuto,
M., Akiba, S., Stevens, R. G., Neriishi,
K., Land, C. E., Cauley, J. A., Kuller, L.
H., Cummings, S. R., Helzlsouer, K.
J., Alberg,A. J., Bush, T. L., Comstock,
G. W., Gordon, G. B., and Miller, S.
R. (2003). Body mass index, serum
sex hormones, and breast cancer risk
in postmenopausal women. J. Natl.
Cancer Inst. 95, 1218–1226.
Key, T. J., and Pike, M. C. (1988). The
role of oestrogens and progestagens
in the epidemiology and prevention
of breast cancer. Eur. J. Cancer Clin.
Oncol. 24, 29–43.
Lahmann, P. H., Hoffmann, K., Allen,
N., Van Gils, C. H., Khaw, K. T.,
Tehard, B., Berrino, F., Tjonneland,
A., Bigaard, J., Olsen, A., Overvad, K.,
Clavel-Chapelon, F., Nagel, G., Boe-
ing,H., Trichopoulos, D., Economou,
G., Bellos, G., Palli, D., Tumino, R.,
Panico, S., Sacerdote, C., Krogh, V.,
Peeters, P. H., Bueno-De-Mesquita,
H. B., Lund, E., Ardanaz, E., Amiano,
P., Pera,G.,Quiros, J. R.,Martinez,C.,
Tormo, M. J., Wirfalt, E., Berglund,
G., Hallmans, G., Key, T. J., Reeves,
G., Bingham, S., Norat, T., Biessy,
C., Kaaks, R., and Riboli, E. (2004).
Body size and breast cancer risk:
ﬁndings from the European Prospec-
tive Investigation into Cancer and
Nutrition (EPIC). Int. J. Cancer 111,
762–771.
Li, H. L., Gao,Y. T., Li, Q., and Liu, D. K.
(2006). Anthropometry and female
breast cancer: a prospective cohort
study in urban Shanghai. Zhonghua
Liu Xing Bing Xue Za Zhi 27,
488–493.
Loi, S., Milne, R. L., Friedlander, M. L.,
Mccredie,M. R., Giles, G. G.,Hopper,
J. L., and Phillips, K. A. (2005). Obe-
sity and outcomes in premenopausal
and postmenopausal breast cancer.
Cancer Epidemiol. Biomarkers Prev.
14, 1686–1691.
Mahabir, S., Baer, D. J., Johnson, L.
L., Hartman, T. J., Dorgan, J. F.,
Campbell, W. S., Clevidence, B. A.,
and Taylor, P. R. (2006). Useful-
ness of body mass index as a sufﬁ-
cient adiposity measurement for sex
hormone concentration associations
in postmenopausal women. Can-
cer Epidemiol. Biomarkers Prev. 15,
2502–2507.
Majed, B., Moreau, T., Senouci, K.,
Salmon, R. J., Fourquet, A., and
Asselain, B. (2008). Is obesity an
in dependent prognosis factor in
woman breast cancer? Breast Cancer
Res. Treat. 111, 329–342.
Mallepell, S., Krust, A., Chambon, P.,
and Brisken, C. (2006). Paracrine sig-
naling through the epithelial estrogen
receptor alpha is required for pro-
liferation and morphogenesis in the
mammary gland. Proc. Natl. Acad.
Sci. U.S.A. 103, 2196–2201.
McCann, A. H., Miller, N., O’Meara,
A., Pedersen, I., Keogh, K., Gorey,
T., and Dervan, P. A. (1996). Biallelic
expressionof the IGF2 gene inhuman
breast disease. Hum. Mol. Genet. 5,
1123–1127.
McTiernan, A., Rajan, K. B., Tworoger,
S. S., Irwin, M., Bernstein, L., Baum-
gartner, R., Gilliland, F., Stanczyk,
F. Z., Yasui, Y., and Ballard-Barbash,
R. (2003). Adiposity and sex hor-
mones in postmenopausal breast
cancer survivors. J. Clin. Oncol. 21,
1961–1966.
Michaud, L. B., Buzdar, A. U., Rubin, S.,
Steinberg, M., Yin, H., Aaronson, L.,
and Nabholtz, J. M. (2002). The efﬁ-
cacy of anastrozole is not dependent
upon bodymass index (BMI) in post-
menopausal women with advanced
breast cancer (BC). Proc. Am. Soc.
Clin. Oncol. 21, Abstract 219.
Michels, K. B., Terry, K. L., and Wil-
lett, W. C. (2006a). Longitudinal
study on the role of body size in
premenopausal breast cancer. Arch.
Intern. Med. 166, 2395–2402.
Michels, K. B., Xue, F., Terry, K. L., and
Willett, W. C. (2006b). Longitudinal
study of birthweight and the inci-
dence of breast cancer in adulthood.
Carcinogenesis 27, 2464–2468.
Michels, K. B., and Xue, F. (2006).
Role of birthweight in the etiology
of breast cancer. Int. J. Cancer 119,
2007–2025.
Morimoto, L. M., White, E., Chen,
Z., Chlebowski, R. T., Hays, J.,
Kuller, L., Lopez, A. M., Manson,
J., Margolis, K. L., Muti, P. C., Ste-
fanick, M. L., and Mctiernan, A.
(2002). Obesity, body size, and risk
of postmenopausal breast cancer: the
Women’s Health Initiative (United
States). Cancer Causes Control 13,
741–751.
Mucci, L. A., Lagiou, P., Tamimi, R.
M., Hsieh, C. C., Adami, H. O., and
Trichopoulos, D. (2003). Pregnancy
estriol, estradiol, progesterone and
prolactin in relation to birth weight
and other birth size variables (United
States). Cancer Causes Control 14,
311–318.
Mueller, S. O., Clark, J. A., Myers, P.
H., and Korach, K. S. (2002). Mam-
mary gland development in adult
mice requires epithelial and stromal
estrogen receptor alpha. Endocrinol-
ogy 143, 2357–2365.
Murakami, Y., Miura, K., and Ueshima,
H. (2009). Comparison of the trends
and current status of obesity between
Japan and other developed countries.
Nihon Rinsho 67, 245–252.
Nagata, C., Iwasa, S., Shiraki, M., and
Shimizu, H. (2006). Estrogen and
alpha-fetoprotein levels in maternal
and umbilical cord blood samples
in relation to birth weight. Can-
cer Epidemiol. Biomarkers Prev. 15,
1469–1472.
Petrelli, J. M., Calle, E. E., Rodriguez, C.,
and Thun, M. J. (2002). Body mass
index, height, and postmenopausal
breast cancer mortality in a prospec-
tive cohort of US women. Cancer
Causes Control 13, 325–332.
Petridou, E., Panagiotopoulou, K., Kat-
souyanni, K., Spanos, E., and Tri-
chopoulos, D. (1990). Tobacco smok-
ing, pregnancy estrogens, and birth
weight. Epidemiology 1, 247–250.
Pfeiler, G., Konigsberg, R., Fesl, C.,
Mlineritsch, B., Stoeger, H., Singer,
C. F., Postlberger, S., Steger, G. G.,
Seifert, M., Dubsky, P., Taucher,
S., Samonigg, H., Bjelic-Radisic, V.,
Greil, R., Marth, C., and Gnant, M.
(2011). Impact of bodymass indexon
the efﬁcacy of endocrine therapy in
premenopausal patients with breast
www.frontiersin.org October 2012 | Volume 2 | Article 123 | 5
“fonc-02-00123” — 2012/10/1 — 20:13 — page 6 — #6
Suzuki et al. BMI and breast cancer
cancer: an analysis of the prospective
ABCSG-12 trial. J. Clin. Oncol. 29,
2653–2659.
Pfeiler, G., Stöger, H., Singer, C.,
Seifert, M., Jakesz, R., Dubsky, P.,
Samonigg, H., Greil, R., Menzel,
C., Heck, D., and Gnant, M., on
behalf of theABCSG. (2010).“Impact
of body mass index (BMI) on the
efﬁcacy of endocrine therapy in post-
menopausal breast cancer patients –
an analysis of the ABCSG 6 and 6a
trial”, in Thirty-Third Annual CTRC-
AACR San Antonio Breast Cancer
Symposium, December 8–12, 2010,
San Antonio, TX.
Pike, M. C., Spicer, D. V., Dahmoush,
L., and Press, M. F. (1993). Estro-
gens, progestogens, normal breast cell
proliferation, and breast cancer risk.
Epidemiol. Rev. 15, 17–35.
Prat, A., and Perou, C. M. (2009).
Mammary development meets can-
cer genomics. Nat. Med. 15, 842–844.
Protani, M., Coory, M., and Mar-
tin, J. H. (2010). Effect of obesity
on survival of women with breast
cancer: systematic review and meta-
analysis. Breast Cancer Res. Treat. 123,
627–635.
Reeves, G. K., Pirie, K., Beral, V., Green,
J., Spencer, E., and Bull, D. (2007).
Cancer incidence and mortality in
relation to body mass index in the
Million Women Study: cohort study.
BMJ 335, 1134.
Renehan, A. G., Tyson, M., Egger, M.,
Heller, R. F., and Zwahlen, M. (2008).
Body-mass index and incidence of
cancer: a systematic review and meta-
analysis of prospective observational
studies. Lancet 371, 569–578.
Russo, J., Hu, Y. F., Silva, I. D., and
Russo, I. H. (2001). Cancer risk
related to mammary gland structure
and development. Microsc. Res. Tech.
52, 204–223.
Russo, J., Tay, L. K., and Russo, I. H.
(1982). Differentiation of the mam-
mary gland and susceptibility to car-
cinogenesis. Breast Cancer Res. Treat.
2, 5–73.
Sakakura, T., Nishizuka, Y., and Dawe,
C. J. (1976). Mesenchyme-dependent
morphogenesis and epithelium-
speciﬁc cytodifferentiation in mouse
mammary gland. Science 194,
1439–1441.
Sakakura, T., Nishizuka, Y., and Dawe,
C. J. (1979). Capacity of mammary
fat pads of adult C3H/HeMs mice to
interact morphogenetically with fetal
mammary epithelium. J. Natl. Cancer
Inst. 63, 733–736.
Schernhammer, E. S. (2002). In-utero
exposures and breast cancer risk:
joint effect of estrogens and insulin-
like growth factor? Cancer Causes
Control 13, 505–508.
Schmid, P., Possinger, K., Bohm, R.,
Chaudri, V., Verbeek, V., Grosse, Y.,
Luftner, D., Petrides, P., Sezer, O.,
and Wischnewsky, M. (2000). Body
mass index as predictive parameter
for response and time to progres-
sion (TTP) in advanced breast can-
cer patients treated with letrozole or
megestrol acetate. Proc. Am. Soc. Clin.
Oncol. 19, Abstract 2398.
Sestak, I., Distler, W., Forbes, J. F.,
Dowsett, M., Howell, A., and Cuz-
ick, J. (2010). Effect of body mass
index on recurrences in tamoxifen
and anastrozole treated women: an
exploratory analysis from the ATAC
trial. J. Clin. Oncol. 28, 3411–3415.
Seynaeve, C., Hille, E., Hasenburg,
A., Rea, D., Markopoulos, C.,
Hozumi, Y., Putter, H., Nortier,
H., van Nes J., Dirix, L., and
van de Velde, C. (2010). “The
impact of body mass index (BMI)
on the efﬁcacy of adjuvant endocrine
therapy in postmenopausal hor-
mone sensitive breast cancer (BC)
patients: exploratory analysis from
the TEAM study,” in Thirty-Third
Annual CTRC-AACR San Antonio
Breast Cancer Symposium, December
8–12, 2010, San Antonio, TX.
Shackleton, M., Vaillant, F., Simpson, K.
J., Stingl, J., Smyth, G. K., Asselin-
Labat, M. L., Wu, L., Lindeman, G. J.,
andVisvader, J. E. (2006). Generation
of a functional mammary gland from
a single stem cell. Nature 439, 84–88.
Shyamala, G. (1999). Progesterone sig-
naling and mammary gland mor-
phogenesis. J. Mammary Gland Biol.
Neoplasia 4, 89–104.
Siiteri, P. K. (1987). Adipose tissue as
a source of hormones. Am. J. Clin.
Nutr. 45, 277–282.
Siiteri, P. K., Murai, J. T., Hammond,
G. L., Nisker, J. A., Raymoure, W.
J., and Kuhn, R. W. (1982). The
serum transport of steroidhormones.
Recent Prog. Horm. Res. 38, 457–510.
Suzuki, R., Iwasaki, M., Inoue, M.,
Sasazuki, S., Sawada, N., Yamaji, T.,
Shimazu, T., and Tsugane, S. (2011).
Body weight at age 20 years, sub-
sequent weight change and breast
cancer risk deﬁned by estrogen and
progesterone receptor status – the
Japan Public Health Center-based
prospective study. Int. J. Cancer 129,
1214–1224.
Suzuki, R., Orsini, N., Saji, S., Key, T. J.,
andWolk,A. (2009). Bodyweight and
incidence of breast cancer deﬁned by
estrogen and progesterone receptor
status –Ameta-analysis. Int. J. Cancer
124, 698–712.
Takada, M., Saji, S., Masuda, N., Kuroi,
K., Sato, N., Takei, H., Yamamoto, Y.,
Ohno, S., Yamashita, H., Hisamatsu,
K., Aogi, K., Iwata, H., Ueno, T.,
Sasano, H., and Toi, M. (2011). Rela-
tionship between body mass index
and preoperative treatment response
to aromatase inhibitor exemestane in
postmenopausal patients with pri-
mary breast cancer. Breast 21, 40–45.
Trichopoulos, D. (1990). Hypothesis:
does breast cancer originate in utero?
Lancet 335, 939–940.
Ursin, G., Longnecker, M. P., Haile,
R. W., and Greenland, S. (1995). A
meta-analysis of bodymass index and
risk of premenopausal breast cancer.
Epidemiology 6, 137–141.
van Roozendaal, C. E., Gillis, A. J., Klijn,
J. G., Van Ooijen, B., Claassen, C. J.,
Eggermont,A. M.,Henzen-Logmans,
S. C., Oosterhuis, J. W., Foekens, J. A.,
and Looijenga, L. H. (1998). Loss of
imprinting of IGF2 and not H19 in
breast cancer, adjacent normal tissue
and derived ﬁbroblast cultures. FEBS
Lett. 437, 107–111.
Vatten, L. J., Romundstad, P. R., Ode-
gard, R. A., Nilsen, S. T., Tri-
chopoulos, D., and Austgulen, R.
(2002). Alpha-foetoprotein in umbil-
ical cord in relation to severe pre-
eclampsia, birth weight and future
breast cancer risk. Br. J. Cancer 86,
728–731.
Weiderpass, E., Braaten, T., Magnus-
son, C., Kumle, M., Vainio, H.,
Lund, E., and Adami, H. O. (2004).
A prospective study of body size in
different periods of life and risk of
premenopausal breast cancer. Can-
cer Epidemiol. Biomarker Prev. 13,
1121–1127.
Whiteman, M. K., Hillis, S. D., Cur-
tis, K. M., Mcdonald, J. A., Wingo,
P. A., and Marchbanks, P. A. (2005).
Body mass and mortality after breast
cancer diagnosis. Cancer Epidemiol.
Biomarkers Prev. 14, 2009–2014.
Wolters, R., Schwentner, L., Regierer,
A., Wischnewsky, M., Kreienberg, R.,
and Wockel, A. (2012). Endocrine
therapy in obese patients with pri-
mary breast cancer: another piece
of evidence in an unﬁnished puz-
zle. Breast Cancer Res. Treat. 131,
925–931.
Wu, A. H., Mckean-Cowdin, R., and
Tseng, C. C. (2011). Birth weight
and other prenatal factors and risk
of breast cancer in Asian-Americans.
Breast Cancer Res. Treat. 130,
917–925.
Wu, H. K., Squire, J. A., Catzave-
los, C. G., and Weksberg, R. (1997).
Relaxation of imprinting of human
insulin-like growth factor II gene,
IGF2, in sporadic breast carcinomas.
Biochem. Biophys. Res. Commun. 235,
123–129.
Xu, X., Dailey, A. B., Peoples-Sheps,
M., Talbott, E. O., Li, N., and
Roth, J. (2009). Birth weight as a
risk factor for breast cancer: a meta-
analysis of 18 epidemiological stud-
ies. J. Womens Health (Larchmt) 18,
1169–1178.
Yamamoto, M., Patel, N. A., Taggart,
J., Sridhar, R., and Cooper, D. R.
(1999). A shift from normal to high
glucose levels stimulates cell pro-
liferation in drug sensitive MCF-7
human breast cancer cells but not
in multidrug resistant MCF-7/ADR
cells which overproduce PKC-betaII.
Int. J. Cancer 83, 98–106.
Conflict of Interest Statement: The
authors declare that the research was
conducted in the absence of any com-
mercial or ﬁnancial relationships that
could be construed as a potential con-
ﬂict of interest.
Received: 16 May 2012; accepted: 04
September 2012; published online: 04
October 2012.
Citation: Suzuki R, Saji S and Toi M
(2012) Impact of body mass index on
breast cancer in accordance with the life-
stage of women. Front. Oncol. 2:123. doi:
10.3389/fonc.2012.00123
This article was submitted to Frontiers in
Women’s Cancer, a specialty of Frontiers
in Oncology.
Copyright © 2012 Suzuki, Saji and Toi.
This is an open-access article distributed
under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution License, which permits use,
distribution and reproduction in other
forums, provided the original authors and
source are credited and subject to any
copyright notices concerning any third-
party graphics etc.
Frontiers in Oncology | Women’s Cancer October 2012 | Volume 2 | Article 123 | 6
